
From the Alumni - Roger von Ting

Alumni, Parents and crew supporters, with your help these last two years we purchased the 
team a new eight person racing shell and replaced one of the two docks.  The other dock 
will be replaced this year using funds the team has previously set aside with the University 
Sports Club department.  This year our fundraising goal will be to help the team purchase a 
lightly used pair to be used for training.  The coaches use small boats (singles, pairs and 
fours) to improve technique.  There is no hiding poor technique in these smaller boats, so 
they are a great way train and improve efficiency.

There is a lot of positive momentum moving the program right now.  Team energy is high 
with three sets of eights returning from last year and a strong recruiting effort resulted in 
three new novice eights as well.  As you will hear from Des below, team fundraising efforts 
have kicked into high gear with some new and unique sources of funds.  Our first eight 
racing at the Head of the Charles in years gave the program great exposure to high level 
competition.  Several alumni stepped up and offered to help the team recently:  Rob 
Brugger (1989) and Paul Bourguignon (1989) bought dinner for the team at the Head of the 
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Charles while Hannah Wodrich’s (2016) family hosted some team members at their house; 
Sean Ballard (1996) has offered to help organize Alumni Day this March; Kevin Goodenough 
(2004) and his wife Emily offered to host the San Diego Crew Classic team dinner at their 
house this year; and Steve Griffiths (1987) has been working on some updates to our website.  
If you would like to help the alumni association or the team, contact any of the alumni board 
members or coach Des and we’ll put you to work.  

I am looking forward to a great year.  If you haven’t been to a race in a while, get in touch with 
some of your teammates and come on out to a race or plan to meet up at Alumni Day in 
March.  

From the Coach's Launch - Des Stahl

The 2019/20 season is well underway, and after a busy fall, the team has moved into the 
winter training phase. Last year saw some new recent-milestones for the program - a top 6 
finish in the 2V8 and a top 4 finish in the light 4 at ACRA, both the top finishes by west coast 
teams - and some heartbreak in the V8, missing out in the heats and reps amongst the 
deepest club field yet at nationals.

After graduating a large senior class, with the most 4-year oars in quite some time, the varsity 
squad’s depth will be challenged this year. This year’s seniors are definitely the leaders on and 
off the water, and will make up the bulk of the varsity 8, while the juniors and sophomores 
will look to make their biggest contributions in the 2V and 3V. The fledgling novice class has 
come through winter break and are now intensifying their training for spring. Both the varsity 
and novice squads sit at around three 8's, helping to drive good intra-team competition. With 
the beginning of spring racing a scant 5 weeks away, the team will look to maintain standards 
that have been set over the last couple of years, while also discovering ways to raise the 
bar for future crews to aspire to. The west coast and national competition continues to 
grow and deepen, and those who don’t do the work and bring their collective best to the 
race course will undoubtedly suffer their own heartbreak come WIRA's and ACRA's.

The fall saw the first trip by a UCD 8 to the Head of the Charles since I believe 2005. The trip 
and racing was a great experience, and they got to chug down the course in possibly the best 
weather I’ve ever seen in Boston for this race. The team also competed at the Head of the 
American and the Newport Chase, and acquitted themselves quite well. Orange Coast College 
established themselves as current front-runner among west coast ACRA teams. While we did 
finish just ahead of the other UC's, the racing was quite close, and everyone believes they can 
rise to the top come spring.

In other news, the team continues to look to upgrade the fleet and facilities. One section 
of dock was replaced in June 2019, a project led by Hans Strandgaard, Rob Brugger, and 
Duncan Moyer, and assisted by a bunch of the men’s and women’s teams. We expect to 



tackle the other half of the dock this coming summer. The team brought in a used/
refurbished Pocock 4 in the spring to freshen the fleet. The goal this year is to add a couple 
more small boats, and after looking for several months, just 2 weeks ago we finally found a 
lightly-used Vespoli pair/double for sale and brought that into the boathouse.

Along with myself and Assistant Coach Mike Sullivan, several recent alums are lending their 
time and energy to the team. Tanee Chum continues to assist for her 4th year, and Nick 
Balardi, Harnawaz Boparai, and Aidan Sandhoefner are all contributing time on the water to 
this year’s novice squad. We’re grateful for their help, and I’m happy that this is something 
they want to give back to after their time on the team.

We look forward to Alumni Day, and hope to see some of you there and at the races!

Spring Race Schedule
Sat, Feb 29 California Challenge Cup, Newport Beach
Sat, Mar 7 Alumni Day, Port of Sacramento
Sun, Mar 8 Home race, Port of Sacramento (full competition TBD)
March  Additional race - TBD
Apr 4-5 San Diego Crew Classic, San Diego
Apr 11  Covered Bridge Regatta, Eugene, Oregon
Apr 25-26 WIRAs, Lake Natoma
May 22-24 ACRAs, Gainesville, Georgia

Team Fundraising – Des Stahl

UC Davis Graduate School of Management partnership:

There have been a couple of recent developments that will bring some additional financial 
support to the program. The first of these is a long-brewing partnership with the UCD 
Graduate School of Management (GSM) Executive Education program.  While researching 
other club programs around the country, Roger learned of a partnership of this type at the 
University of Virginia (UVA). In the UVA program, companies send their employees to a week-
long class at UVA, and they spend part of each day learning to row. This provides an 
experiential learning component on teamwork and leadership which augments their 
classroom learning. 

Roger brought this idea to the UC Davis GSM in the summer and fall of 2016, and they 
expressed some immediate interest. I worked with the GSM during that first year to scope 
out the possible structure and logistics. A UCD professor designed a one day course and we 
offered two rowers per boat for stability, a coxswain to protect our boats and a coach to 
train the rowers.  By the summer and fall of 2017, the GSM had filmed a promotional video 
of our guys rowing in the boat in shirt and tie and then made it a public offering on their 
website and through their marketing channels. 



A couple years went by without any companies signing up for the class, although there were a 
couple of near-clients along the way. Finally, though, the GSM successfully pitched the Learn 
to Row program to HM Clause, an international seed company with their US headquarters in 
Davis. They were bringing in many of their brightest mid-level managers from around the 
world for a few days of leadership training, and they agreed to use the Learn to Row as part 
of the experience. On a Tuesday in August, twenty-two HM Clause employees combined with 
fourteen of our current team members for their Learn to Row session.  The rowing went very 
well and our team members did a great job coxing, leading the boats from stern pair, and 
encouraging the “students” while they got up to speed.  The professor gave the HM Clause 
employees an hour the following day to brainstorm what they learned about leadership and 
teamwork from the rowing session.  Several groups were still going when the hour was up! 
The reviews submitted afterward were highly positive.

I’m now working with the professor to incorporate a Learn to Row into his regular GSM 
classes, not just the Executive Education program, and the GSM administration hopes to 
continue this program with HM Clause and other companies. If this develops into a semi-
regular partnership, it will add more yearly revenue to the team’s bottom line.

Curt Rocca Family:

The second development relates to the Rocca family, from the same Curt Rocca whose name 
adorns our boathouse. Curt Rocca III, grandson of the man who helped fund the boathouse, 
approached the program recently through an on-campus development officer. Curt is a 1984 
UCD grad, and apparently lived with a rower for a year or two while at UCD? He still lives in the 
Sacramento area, managing a local private equity firm. The Rocca family wants to provide 
some additional support to the program to continue the legacy their grandfather started here. 
We met with Curt at the boathouse recently, and he is discussing options with the 
development office. We’ll know more later but we’re grateful for any additional support they 
provide to the program!

HM Clause Executives travel from 
around the world to row at UC Davis!!



49’rs Football Games:

At the beginning of the fall quarter, the team traveled to Santa Clara. This time around it was 
not for a race but for a fundraiser. Along with the Climbing, Women’s rowing, and Softball 
teams, we worked concessions for the first home game of the 49ers at Levi's stadium. The 
event was very hectic and chaotic but it reinforced several aspects of teamwork essential to 
rowing. Since the 49’rs made the playoffs and had a home game, we were able to do this 
fundraiser again with the novices for the NFC Division Championship game.  At the end of the 
day we raised over $15,000 dollars!

Working Hard!

A group this big will raise lots of money!  

Working Not so Hard!



The 55th Head of the Charles – Stephen Foster

One could feel the anticipation in the air at the Curt Rocca boathouse during the weeks 
leading up to the 55th Head of the Charles Regatta, located on the border of Boston and 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. For many on the team it would be their first and last opportunity 
to represent Davis at the prestigious event. After repeatedly entering the lottery to gain an 
entry in the men’s collegiate eight category over the previous years, our name had finally 
been drawn. 

The event was an incredible experience for all of those involved. The massive venue coupled 
with the size and fervor of the crowds dwarfed the Crew Classic in comparison. It appeared as 
though an entire section of the city was devoted to rowing for that weekend and with 11,320 
rowers competing from around the world, the event itself was a small town. We were able to 
make friends with rowers from not only across the country, but across the world as well; 
meeting teams from as far away as the Netherlands and China. On Friday, as our boat made 
its way down the course for a practice row, the experience deepened. Following us down the 
course was Emma Twigg, the Olympic finalist from New Zealand while off to the port side 
rowed the Cambridge Men’s 8+, two boats that moved effortlessly through the water. I think 
some of us dreamed of rowing like that. With the Friday practice row completed, we had 48 
hours to enjoy the event and catch up on some sleep until our race. After meandering through 
the crowds on Saturday, the team was graciously treated to a delicious Italian dinner by 
alumni Paul Bourguignon (1989-90) and Rob Brugger (1989-90), where we “carbed-up” for our 
race the next day. With bodies full of calories and a full night’s sleep, we awoke on Sunday 
ready to race our best. 

The men’s 8+ representing UC Davis at the 55th HOCR Regatta. From Left to Right, 
Desmond Stahl (Coach), Aydin Schwarz (2), Ryan Buchner (Bow), Henry Pfaff (4), Stephen 
Foster (7), Luca Keßler (3), Bridget Kelly (Cox),  Garrett Robertson (Stroke), Miguel 
Limcaoco (5), Ian Menk (6).



The race itself was over in a flash. Only 15 minutes and 32 seconds. Although more than 
twice as long as a 2k, it really doesn’t seem that long when you’re in the zone. Most of our 
memories of the race consist of pain, bridges, and people yelling, and boy was there a lot of 
people yelling. Everyone seemed to be cheering on every crew regardless of what school 
they were from. Our goal was to row through crews, not get passed and row our best, which 
is what we did and at the end of the race we expired knowing we had put down the good 
fight. 

Finishing 26th of 38 crews in our heat had us feeling bittersweet; bitter because we had 
failed to secure a spot for the team at the regatta next year, yet sweet because we had 
rowed hard and defeated crews who had defeated us at ACRA nationals in the spring, 
namely Santa Barbara and Bucknell. With the event wrapped up it was time for us to recover 
and head home (but not before celebrating the end of the regatta with some other teams). 
Looking back, the memories of that regatta are ones that will be with us for a long time. No 
regatta had ever been so busy, so full of energy, and had so broad a field. 

Special thanks goes out to those that supported our journey and helped to make our trip 
possible. Thank you to the Menk Family, Kelly Family, and Foster Family for flying out to 
support their sons and daughters. Another thank you goes to Rob (1985-88) and Kathryn 
Kyle, Jim and Lynn Foster (proud parents) and Chris Rhondeau (1993-96) for their donations 
towards alleviating The Head of the Charles travel costs. The opportunity for us to compete 
at regattas such as this is made possible by the contributions of parents and alumni and we 
give our perpetual thanks for your support. 

Teamwork in action! 

Yep, it floats! 



Remember the thick, wet fog at the port?



Small Boat Training

Nothing better than glassy, flat water!



Our goal this year is to give the team our annual $50,000 commitment towards coaching 
salaries with any excess fundraising to help the team purchase a pair for training.  The 
team purchased a used pair earlier this year but all the others are over 20 years old.   
Donors will be recognized on the alumni website (http://davisrowing.org/your-support/) 
at the following sponsorship levels.  

Please make your checks payable to “Friends of Davis Rowing, Inc.” and mail to: 

Roger von Ting 
10241 Camden Circle 
Villa Park, CA  92861

Annual Sponsorship Levels
Hall of Fame:   

ACRA Champion:  
WIRA Champion:  
Engine Room:   
Bow Pair:    

$5,000
$2,000  
$1,000  
$500 
$250  
Any amount

Alternatively, you may use PayPal or your credit card on the Friends of Davis Rowing, Inc. 
website at www.davisrowing.org.  You can set up a regular monthly donation on the 
website to making donating even more painless.  (p.s. Paypal charges a 2.2% transaction 
fee, so we prefer checks for one-time donations but paypal is great for smaller monthly 
donations).

Amazon Smile Program: If you use Amazon, you can also support us by making your 
purchases through smile.amazon.com and selecting Friends of Davis Rowing as the 
charitable organization.  The site appears and works just like Amazon, and Amazon will 
donate .5% of all purchases to FODR.  If you use the Amazon app, you can fill your cart on 
the App then login to the smile.amazon website to make your purchase, as your cart will 
carry over.

2019/20 FUNDRAISING GOAL = $60,000

All American: 
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