Thank you for your Support!
Two new docks to last the next 20 years!
From the Alumni - Roger von Ting
During times of adversity we need strong leadership. This year’s team officers and coach
Des are guiding the program making sure we continue to grow, improve and come out
the other side of this stronger than ever. The team worked with Hans Strandgaard and
other alumni to complete the second section of the docks this summer. We should be set
for another 20 plus years if all goes well. Without everyone’s financial support and all
the hard work from the volunteers this could not have happened. Thank you.
While this year remains uncertain, the team is not sitting idle. They are adapting,
working together and developing new skills. I am sure all of you are now experts at
Zoom, MS Teams, Cisco Webex, etc. The team has done the same using software to bring
everyone together for virtual practices. Some team members work out together in a
bubble, while others are alone at their home or apartment but all can be together
through a virtual meeting. Coach Des has distributed ergs to as many team members as
possible. The Friends of Davis Rowing donated $10,000 to the team for 10 new ergs to
assist with the land workouts as they are not yet allowed on the water. The team is

working with the school to see if they can row singles on the water. If this is not allowed,
then individual team members could join River City Rowing Club and row singles there.
Recruiting has moved online to utilize social media outlets as face to face meetings are not
allowed. The budget will be tougher than usual this year as it is hard to charge new recruits
or even the varsity full dues when we cannot practice on the water or race for a good
portion of the year if not the whole year. As alumni we want to continue to financially
support the program to keep the lights on so that we are ready to race if allowed later this
year, and if not, then return next year with fresh legs, a positive outlook and a healthy
determination to succeed.
The timing of Alumni Day is unclear right now so we don’t have a “Save the Date” time for
you just yet. We will watch and see how things go the next few months. It is possible that
we move the date back towards the end of the season this year. Once we have more clarity
we will send some more information.

Team Spirit in the Time of COVID-19 - Bridget Kelly (Team President)
The team is no doubt heading into uncharted territory in the wake of coronavirus as we
begin the new school year. As you all know, all in-person practice and other gatherings
ground to a halt in mid-March with half of our spring season out the window. Also, this
summer, we learned that for at least this quarter, all practice is online as mandated by the
university. However, these unforeseen circumstances will not deter us from strengthening
our bonds within the team and practicing together, even within the confines of Zoom.
We’re able to have virtual land practices, and we’re distributing ergs to who we can. We’re
also planning a few virtual social activities, such as a potential movie night with SDSU, so
the team spirit is alive and well!
Even without the lack of in-person orientation for freshmen and transfers, UC Davis had
already made plans to change its structure. Instead of several “How Do U Rec” sessions
spread out across the summer months, the new plan was to combine everyone into one
week-long orientation the week before the start of school. Now that everything is online,
we’ve had to shift our focus from face-to-face pitches to online advertisement and
informational meetings on Zoom. Despite the new format, we’ve had a lot of interest from
prospective novices so far, thanks to the diligent planning efforts from our recruiters over
the summer and early this fall. Our hopes are high that we will have a strong novice class
when in-person activities resume.
Finally, I want to thank all of the alumni and parents who are continuing to support us in
these difficult times. We deeply appreciate each and every fundraising effort of FODR and
donation to our team as we work to make our sport accessible to all of our team members
and incoming novices in this new online format.

Visions of the Future - Nate Vince
As the college experience becomes rooted in the home, what it means to be a UC Davis
rower has radically changed. A transition is apparent for our last year novices who are
joining us this year on varsity. This squad unwillingly stumbled into the precarious situation
in which their first race season was canceled. Whether they returned to Davis or stayed at
home, a new Zoom-centric rowing experience has emerged. As public health and
environmental factors cooperate to confine us to our homes, the team confronts these
new challenges and grapples with finding motivation in a world post-coronavirus. The
incoming varsity squad has risen to this challenge with a zeal and passion that has lit a fire
under the team. Given their exceptional mentalities, the council decided to ask the
question of, “Where do you see yourself this coming spring, and what is your vision of the
future?”
In a time where pessimism feels all too pervasive, the incoming squad has rejected this
feeling in favor of a glass half full approach. The dream of racing an eight at ACRA or the
continued improvement to our at times elusive 2k scores still permeates the team.
Furthermore, each answer centered around getting back on the water with the teammates
they made last fall. This central theme of camaraderie is representative of not only their
visions of the future, but also reflects the desire to turn eight individuals in the boat into
one greater whole.
Personally, as a fourth-year rower with enough injuries to give any physical therapist a
headache, this year’s challenges sometimes felt like the straw meant to break the camel’s
back. However, the perspective offered by our new members has helped to shift my own.
In the words of incoming varsity member, Michael Swinton, “this spring quarter, I see
myself continuing to work hard each and every day to further develop my skills. I see
myself with my teammates working just as hard as I am and motivating each other to
achieve our greatest potentials. I see myself laughing and having a good time with the
boys.”
I hope everyone continues to stay safe in these trying times, RYBO.

From the Coach’s Launch - Desmond Stahl
The 2020/21 school year has begun, and with it the varsity squad has kicked off their year.
30 rowers and 4 coxswains have returned to start this new journey. For fall quarter, all in
person group activities for student organizations are restricted. The team can train on their
own, and can meet together virtually. We don’t yet know what winter and spring quarters
will look like, but we expect a campus announcement regarding winter quarter in early
November.
Although nearly all classes are virtual, the vast majority of the varsity squad is living locally
in Davis. We’ve taken advantage of that to spread the team ergs out amongst their houses

and apartments. They’re putting in additional time on their own running, biking, lifting,
doing other virtual fitness classes, and stretching.
We’re also in the midst of getting the word out to new students. Many freshmen have
moved into campus housing, and more might move in later in the year depending on how
things evolve. Recruiting is a much different ballgame than usual, but we’re getting
interested guys, and expect to get more as the year goes along. The initial group will start
virtual training in the coming days.
Despite the strangeness of the year, we have been able to keep working on team
infrastructure. In June, a group of alums and current team members demolished the old
men’s dock and built a new one to replace it. Just a couple of weeks ago, we hauled away
the remains of the old dock in a dumpster. Both docks have now been replaced, and should
serve the men’s and women’s squads for the next 20+ years. Additionally, FODR stepped up
with an offer to buy the team 10 new ergs to help out in this period of enforced land
training. The team will earn the ergs by reaching goals tied to their commitment and
performance in the coming months, and they’ve already started the training necessary to
get there.
We don’t know yet how this year will eventually look, and it can be difficult to press
forward in such uncertainty. The two main messages I wanted them to start the year with
were 1) We’ll move forward in the hope and intention of competing in spring, and train
accordingly, and 2) Regardless of how things are now, or might be in 2021, this year’s squad
(and last year’s that lost their spring season) is as much a part of this program’s history as
any other. We hope that the 2021 varsity, and another promising crop of newcomers, will
do the program proud this year.

We need to hook these up to the electrical grid!

Adapt

Work Hard!

The Big Red "D" sees All!

Self-Motivated Aggie Pride!

Demolished the old dock

We got our money's worth!

2020/21 FUNDRAISING GOAL = $60,000
Our goal this year is to give the team our annual $50,000 commitment towards
coaching salaries with any excess fundraising to help the team purchase 10 new
ergs. Donors will be recognized on the alumni website (http://davisrowing.org/
your-support/) at the following sponsorship levels.

Annual Sponsorship Levels
			

All American:

$5,000
$2,000
$1,000
$500
$250
Any amount

Please make your checks payable to “Friends of Davis Rowing, Inc.” and mail to:
Roger von Ting
10241 Camden Circle
Villa Park, CA 92861
Alternatively, you may use PayPal or your credit card on the Friends of Davis Rowing,
Inc. website at www.davisrowing.org. You can set up a regular monthly donation on
the website to making donating even more painless. (p.s. Paypal charges a 2.2%
transaction fee, so we prefer checks for one-time donations but paypal is great for
smaller monthly donations).
Amazon Smile Program: If you use Amazon, you can also support us by making your
purchases through smile.amazon.com and selecting Friends of Davis Rowing as the
charitable organization. The site appears and works just like Amazon, and Amazon will
donate .5% of all purchases to FODR. If you use the Amazon app, you can fill your cart
on the App then login to the smile.amazon website to make your purchase, as your
cart will carry over.

