
UC Berkeley 5:57.45 Wisconsin 5:55.06 Harvard 5:53.40 Washington 5:46.15

Navy 6:01.33 Stanford 5:58.24 UC Davis 5:57.17 Cornell 5:46.72

Syracuse 6:06.30 Princeton 6:02.41 Michigan 6:01.39 Brown 6:00.50

Penn 6:06.90 Yale 6:03.21 Oregon St. 6:02.20 Northeastern 6:01.60

Drexel 6:07.16 Purdue 6:05.36 Dartmouth 6:16.55 Minnesota 6:05.70

MIT 6:23.72 Rutgers 6:31.56 Virginia 6:22.55

Princeton 5:55.69 Stanford 5:59.22 UC Davis 5:59.74 Cornell 5:59.76

Oregon St. 5:58.47 Michigan 6:01.77 Penn 6:01.38 Yale 6:02.29

Navy 6:01.53 Northeastern 6:01.91 Purdue 6:03.85 Dartmouth 6:05.72

Minnesota 6:07.40 Drexel 6:06.14 Brown 6:06.32 Syracuse 6:11.55

MIT 6:09.41 Rutgers 6:15.87 Virginia 6:22.41

Harvard 5:45.19 UC Berkeley 5:48.21 Navy 5:57.47 Purdue 5:53.09

Cornell 5:45.74 Oregon St. 5:50.96 Drexel 5:59.23 Northeastern 5:53.99

Wisconsin 5:49.57 Washington 5:51.08 Brown 6:01.26 Minnesota 5:55.21

Princeton 5:52.16 Stanford 5:54.64 Dartmouth 6:01.77 Syracuse 6:02.30

Michigan 5:57.22 UC Davis 5:57.29 Rutgers 6:06.30 MIT 6:03.87

Penn 6:07.69 Yale 5:59.71 Virginia 6:13.35

UC Berkeley 5:53.13 Princeton 6:04.35 Northeastern 6:00.24 Dartmouth DID

Washington 5:55.65 UC Davis 6:05.33 Minnesota 6:00.26 Rutgers NOT

Harvard 5:56.09 Michigan 6:08.67 Navy 6:00.69 Virginia RACE

Cornell 5:57.07 Yale 6:10.58 Drexel 6:04.70 Syracuse

Wisconsin 6:02.61 Penn 6:11.79 Purdue 6:05.29 MIT

Stanford 6:06.70 Brown 6:13.21

Oregon St. 6:11.02

IRA - 2003

Men's Junior Varsity 8

Heat 1 Heat 2 Heat 3 Heat 4

Final 1 Final 2 Final 3 Final 4

Repechage 1 Repechage 2 Repechage 3 Repechage 4

Semi-Final 1 Semi-Final 2 Semi-Final 3 Semi-Final 4



2003 IRA Men's Junior Varsity 8 - 9th Place Coxswain Andrew Mittleman

Stroke Scott McCauley

Coach Jeff Weaver 7 Mike Dobransky

6 Kyle Pilgeram

(IRA placed our V8 in the JV8 race) 5 Adam Donovan

4 Justin Roberts

3 Beau Howard

2 Josh Behrends

Bow Mark Hodges

Left to right - Andrew Mittleman, Scott McCauley, Mike Dobransky,  Kyle Pilgeram, Adam Donovan,  

Justin Roberts, Beau Howard, Josh Behrends, Mark Hodges



UC Berkeley 5:49.53 Harvard A 5:53.69 Brown 5:57.84 Princeton 5:56.75

Washington 5:57.68 Yale 5:56.95 Wisconsin 6:02.31 Cornell 6:00.55

UC Davis 6:07.57 Oregon St. 6:01.39 Navy 6:05.56 Penn 6:04.64

Army 6:12.07 St. Joes 6:01.92 Northeastern 6:07.77 Marist 6:07.36

Columbia 6:18.46 Syracuse 6:09.54 Michigan 6:08.48 Harvard B 6:15.95

North Carolina 6:28.24 Purdue 6:12.44 MIT 6:25.32 Boston Univ. 6:29.26

Washington 5:59.94 Yale 6:04.08 Wisconsin 5:56.83 Cornell 6:00.27

Oregon St. 6:06.42 Purdue 6:06.51 Penn 5:59.79 UC Davis 6:03.51

Harvard B 6:10.44 Navy 6:09.72 Syracuse 6:05.03 St. Joes 6:03.68

Northeastern 6:20.25 Marist 6:11.32 Army 6:12.42 Michigan 6:07.48

North Carolina 6:28.27 Columbia 6:22.88 MIT 6:18.47 Boston Univ. 6:07.85

UC Berkeley 5:41.95 Princeton 5:46.10 Marist 6:02.45 Michigan 6:00.73

Wisconsin 5:44.43 Brown 5:49.71 St. Joes 6:04.01 Boston Univ. 6:03.55

Harvard A 5:45.37 Washington 5:51.30 Northeastern 6:07.61 Navy 6:05.53

Cornell 5:45.78 Yale 5:59.01 Syracuse 6:08.29 Harvard B 6:10.67

Oregon St. 5:48.54 UC Davis 6:00.41 Columbia 6:14.23 MIT 6:11.81

Purdue 6:08.18 Penn 6:02.04 North Carolina 6:17.73 Army 6:16.01

Princeton 5:57.51 Cornell 6:07.09 Boston Univ. 6:02.22 Syracuse NO

UC Berkeley 6:00.42 Oregon St. 6:08.20 Michigan 6:02.83 Columbia RACE

Harvard A 6:00.56 UC Davis 6:11.25 Navy 6:05.95 North Carolina RESULTS

Washington 6:02.68 Yale 6:11.54 St. Joes 6:06.00 Harvard B

Brown 6:03.06 Penn 6:19.07 Northeastern 6:07.52 MIT

Wisconsin 6:06.96 Purdue 6:21.21 Marist 6:11.09 Army

Final 2 Final 3 Final 4

IRA - 2003

Men's Freshman 8

Heat 4

Repechage 3 Repechage 4

Semi-Final 1 Semi-Final 2 Semi-Final 3 Semi-Final 4

Heat 1 Heat 2

Repechage 1 Repechage 2

Heat 3

Final 1



2003 IRA Men's Freshman 8 - 9th Place Coxswain Alejandra Ojeda-Beck 

Stroke Ryan West

Novice Coach Des Stahl 7 Peter Sims

6 Ali Frentzen

5 Chris Wheeler

4 Daniel Reader

3 Christopher Parkinson 

2 Justin Villegas

Bow Joe Lordan

Left to right - Alejandra Ojeda-Beck,  Ryan West, Peter Sims, Ali Frentzen, Chris Wheeler, 

Daniel Reader, Christopher Parkinson, Justin Villegas, Joe Lordan



The Varsity had the fastest time of the heats for our rep, but due to the nature of the heats, where the fastest crew gets rewarded by avoiding the rep, and 

everyone else has to race again in the afternoon, it is difficult to judge the real speed of all of the crews.  Without anything to race for, heat placing is used 

only for the rep placement, and energy conservation is important.  We didn't have to go very hard in the second thousand, since Harvard was already a 

length out in front, and didn't sprint, so we feel pretty good about our chances in the rep this afternoon.  

I'll send Des's thoughts on the freshman race in this evening's update.

Greetings from Cherry Hill,

Day 1 - Heats

I'm going to try to send out updates from the races here at least once a day, so everyone can keep up to date on our progress and results.  For the first 

time in Davis' history, we brought two eights out to the IRA National Championship regatta, the varsity and freshman/novice eights.  Unfortunately, the 

seeding committee decided that our varsity boat (the fifth fastest crew on the west coast and WIRA champion) wasn't fast enough for the varsity eight 

event, so the put us in the second varsity (JV) event.  Their rational was that we were significantly off of Washington and Cal's pace at the Pac-10s, and 

that we only beat Gonzaga by 2 seconds at WIRAs.  In our opinion, winning WIRAs should have been enough, but coming in fifth at Pac-10s certainly 

validated our selection into the varsity eight event over crews from the Eastern Sprint third level finals.  But, with a selection committee largely from the 

east coast, and 26 crews applying for 24 spots in the varsity event, Minnesota and Davis were the odd crews out.  I don't need to say that the varsity took 

this as a BIG slap in the face and feel very strongly that they were screwed out of their race.  So we're looking at racing in the second varsity eight event as 

an opportunity to show the east coast what Davis rowing is, and to hopefully pick up an IRA medal.  This year's varsity eight is composed of fourth year 

rowers, Scott McCauley, Kyle Pilgeram, Adam Donovan, Mark Hodges, and fourth year cox Andrew Mittleman, along with third years Justin Roberts and 

Mike Dobransky, and second years Beau Howard and Josh Behrends. 

The freshman crew is made up of primarily pure novices and freshmen.  We have two freshmen with high school rowing experience, Ryan West and Peter 

Sims, four additional freshmen who never rowed before, Chris Wheeler, Ali Frentzen, Joe Lordan, and Danny Reader, and two juniors with no rowing 

experience, Christopher Parkinson, and Justin Villegas.  Both crews are in events with 24 crews and four heats of six.  The progression system for the 

IRAs has the the winning crew from each heat going directly to the A and B semifinals, and the other five crews going to four repechages, where the first 

and second place crews will fill the remaining slots in the A and B semi, and the remaining crews go to the C and D semis.  The grand and petite finals are 

filled by crews from the A-B semis, and the third and fourth level finals are filled with crews from the C-D semis.  The heats are Thursday morning, the reps 

are Thursday afternoon, the semis are on Friday, and the finals are on Saturday.   

2003 IRA Summary

by Coach Jeff Weaver



2003 IRA Summary

by Coach Jeff Weaver

Day 1 - Reps

The varsity (JV) rep went more or less as anticipated.  Brown rabbited and got out in front early, only to begin fading by the 500 meter mark.  Penn and 

Davis led the whole way, with Purdue making a big push in the last 750 to get contact with Penn across the line.  Fortunately we didn't have to sprint, and 

managed to finish with a seat or so of open over Penn.  The times are a little slower in the afternoon due to an increasing cross wind blowing from lane 6 to 

lane 1.  After a shaky first 1,000, they settled down and started moving hard in the second thousand.  The guys held a steady 37.5-38 spm stroke rate, and 

looked pretty good through the last 750.  Our semi final looks pretty tough, by some chance of fate, all of the west coast crews ended up in the same semi-

final.  Cal and Washington are my favorites to win the event, so we're probably going to be competing with Stanford and OSU for the last spot in the grand 

final.  Yale hasn't shown any significant speed yet in either the reps or heats, so I don't think they're going to be in strong contention, but we'll keep an eye 

on them anyways.  Stanford and OSU had a great finish in the Pac-10 JV event, with Stanford edging Oregon out for the bronze medal behind Cal and 

Washington two weeks ago.  That said, we think our varsity speed is better than either of these crew's JV speed, and I can't think of anything better than 

knocking both of them out of the grand final.

Since the last time I wrote, the varsity (competing in the JV event), won their rep, and the frosh had one of the most exciting finishes of the day (until the 

third and fourth varsity eight reps... see http://www.iraregatta.com/results03.html for more details), where they came in second in their rep behind Cornell, 

0.17 seconds ahead of St. Josephs.  So both crews are in the all important A-B semi final.  As previously stated, the freshmen had a tremendous finish to 

their rep, narrowly (0.17 seconds) beating St. Joes frosh.  Looking at the results from our heats, Des thought that making the A-B semi over St. Joes, 

Michigan, and BU would be a very tall order, and that our relatively easy heat (the three slowest crews were in the heat, making it very unlikely any of them 

would be in our rep) would have dire consequences for the freshman.  While they didn't have their best row of the year, they managed to pull out another 

finish like the one they had at the Pac-10s, and slipped into the A-B semi, guaranteeing that they are one of the 12 fastest freshman crews in the country.  

With this uncertainty about their rep, you can imagine the uncertainty around their semi.  At this point in the regatta, as with the varsity, all of the crews are 

fast and capable of moving on.  Honestly, I think making it to the grand final for the freshmen would have to qualify as an upset, but these are some very 

tough freshman, and have already shown an amazing amount of grit and determination in their races this year.  I can't even guess at what the order of 

finish is going to be for their semi.

A couple of personal notes for anyone who hasn't been out to the IRA before.  This is one of the best regattas I've ever been to, from a racing, 

atmosphere, and organizational point of view.  The mood around the boat trailers is very subdued and relaxed.  There isn't any of the insanity and 

confusion that is seen at regattas like the Crew Classic.  All of the competitors here are top notch, and are the best in the country, so you don't see the 

confusion that typically goes with novices or other inexperienced crews.  Similarily, it is a relatively small regatta, just a fraction of the size of the Crew 

Classic or Pac-10s.  Crews come out, race, and then go back to their hotels, so there aren't a lot of people around.  And, with races on Thursday and 

Friday, there aren't huge crowds of spectators yet.  But, as a championship race, the organization and logistics of the regatta are tremendous, every aspect 

of the regatta is controlled, starting right at the launch dock, where you are only allowed to launch within a specific window of time for each event.  There 

are grand stands set up along the last 100 meters of the race, and there is an ongoing commentary during each race from a chase launch.  All in all, it has 

been a good experience so far for both the athletes and the coaches (both of whom are here for their first times).  Of course if we start having bad races, 

the experience may change quickly, but right now, everyone is having a good time.



2003 IRA Summary

by Coach Jeff Weaver

Des thinks that we should be able to beat Purdue and Penn, and that we should have beaten Yale today.  Oregon State is beatable, but it will take our best 

race so far.  Cornell is going to be tough to beat, they've shown some very good speed, but they haven't shown the same speed as the crews in the grand.  

So, the predictions are anywhere from second to fifth, with anything outside of that being either a big surprise or a very big disappointment.  Both crews are 

very focused and aware of the challenges ahead of them.  As coaches, we are unable to do anything more than help the guys stay focused on the task at 

hand.  We can't give them any additional technical advice, we can't make them any stronger or give them better endurance.  I don't know what they are 

going through but as coaches, it is very nerve racking and difficult once we put them on the water.  At that point, you, as a coach, are done, and I think that 

tomorrow is going to be bittersweet for both Des and I.  These are the guys we've trained and worked with daily since September, and no matter what 

happens tomorrow, we're very proud of all of our athletes, both the ones here, and the ones at home for what they accomplished.  This has been a 

tremendous year for Davis Crew, and with the ending less than 12 hours away, I am both excited and dismayed at knowing that the ending is so close, and 

yet the largest race of the year awaits us in the morning.  

Day 2 - Semi-Final

Well, it finally happened.  We had our bad races.  And unfortunately, they came at a pretty bad time.  I think both the varsity and frosh races can be 

characterized as The Tale of Two Thousands.  For the varsity, they had their best first 1250 of the year, and were solidly in third place when they took their 

power move and lost their rhythm and swing.  Oregon State moved from three seats down to beating us by six seconds, and Stanford went from a little 

more than a half length down to beating us by three seconds, despite the fact that their (Stanford's) skeg allegedly got knocked off with less than 400 

meters to go.  Cal and Washington won the semi.  This was the first time this year a crew had walked through us, and that may have played a part in the 

collapse... as Oregon State began to move back, our guys shortened up and, while still pulling hard, each tried to stop Oregon State on their own rather 

than as a collective effort.  While I'd stop short of calling it panicked rowing, they definately slowed down in the second 1000 (second thousand was four or 

five seconds slower than the first thousand).  This was a big difference from our other races, where we actually got faster and cleaner as the race went on, 

and got faster in the second thousand.  Our reward for our poorly timed collapse is a lane in the petite final.

We have seen and beaten all of these crews except Princeton through our heats, reps, and semis, but it seems like Michigan has been picking up speed 

since their heat, and Penn was pretty close to us in our rep.  Princeton has shown some very good speed through the course of the regatta, so a prediction 

is going to be difficult.  We are capable of winning the petite final, but it will take our best race of the week if not year to do so.  You may have noticed that 

there are only five crews in the final.  As I previously mentioned, Stanford claims that they hit some debris in their lane within that last 400 meters that 

knocked their skeg off.  They were close to Oregon State at the time and claim that the lost skeg cost them their chance to make the grand final, and their 

reward is lane 0 in the grands.  We shall see how they do, and will compare our time against their's to determine whether or not they are right.

The freshmen race was also a matter of two thousands.  Their's, on the other hand, was a difference of the middle thousand vs. the rest the first and last 

500.  They had a good start, and a good finish, but the middle of their piece fell apart on them.  They still ended up coming in fifth in their semi, but they 

were moving very strong on Yale through that last 500, and ended up finishing a second or so behind them after trailing by most of a boat length earlier in 

the race.  I haven't gotten the full report on what happened in that middle thousand, but I know their set fell apart and they started flopping side to side a bit 

and had a tough time recovering until it was to late.  Like I said yesterday, their chances of making it to the grand final were pretty slim, but beating Yale in 

the semi was definately within their reach.  We'll be seeing them tomorrow.



2003 IRA Summary

by Coach Jeff Weaver

Day 3 - Finals

Wow.  The racing is done.  What a weekend.  The varsity ended up second in their heat, one second behind Princeton, and the frosh ended up third in 

their heat, making them the ninth fastest freshman crew in the country.  The varsity pulled it back together to have their best race of the weekend, and if 

Princeton hadn't had as strong a third 500 as they did, or the race course was 20 meters longer, we would have won the petite.  As it was, they pulled up a 

length in the third 500, and we had to reel them in over the last 500.  It was an amazing sprint, to end up just a couple of seats behind them, and we were 

moving VERY hard for that last 150 meters.  All in all, it was a good race to end the season upon, and the guys are happy with their performance.  I would 

say we opened some eyes to Davis rowing, and made our mark on the national scene.  As you can see, our time would have put us ahead of Stanford and 

Oregon State if we had been in their race.  That is the price we paid for our bobble on Friday.  All things considered, though, it was a tremendous 

performance by an exceptional group of young men, and something Davis rowers and alums should be proud of. 

The freshmen made even more of a mark.  Knocking schools like BU and Michigan in the reps out of the top level semis, and then coming up just short of 

Yale and beating Penn in the semis, they had already opened some eyes.  As I said last night, they thought they could have caught Yale, and knew they 

had some more speed in them.  Well, as is the norm for this frosh crew, they waited until the last possible moment before doing it, and ended up beating 

Yale by 0.3 seconds to come in third in their petite.  This was a much more complete race for them, and they hung in there for the body of the race, only to 

put their feet on the gas pedal for the last 250 and sprinted ahead of Yale, leaving Penn and Purdue behind.

As I described in a previous email, this is a largely freshman crew, and they are going to be a big part of the success of the program for the next three 

years.  This has been a good experience for all of the guys, and hopefully they'll be able to relate their experiences to the athletes at home, and everyone 

will realize that Davis CAN compete and win at a national level, and hopefully we'll come back in the fall with a team wide sense of purpose and the goal of 

returning to the IRA regatta in 2004 with a full contingent of athletes, and will pick up where we left off and move forward.  I hope to see a lot of alums at 

our races next year, and hopefully some more out here in Camden.  I'd also like to thank Chad Fleschner and Jay West for coming out to the course 

yesterday and today, and supporting the guys, and to everyone who has written with words of support.  I've read a lot of your emails to the guys, and they 

all appreciate them.

Jeff


